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Doctor Gainsford, who had performed a post-
mortem, gave his evidence at length. Sir Alured had
died of sudden failure of the heart's action. There was
no organic disease to account for this, but^uch cases,
though uncommon, were not unknown. It was one of
those cases in which a sudden seizure would not have
been foreseen.
A day or two after Sir Alured's funeral the bod^pf the
man who had been buried as Charles Alcott was ex-
humed. It was identified by Christine Vcnncr and
Doctor GIdlund as that of Ernest Venner, principally by
the aid of a peculiarly shaped mole upon his n^ck.
Christine Venner, once she had overcome the horror
of her ordeal seemed distinctly relieved,
And, on the following evening, Dr. Priestley, having
bound Oldland by a promise of the strictest secrecy, told
him the whole story. " Under the circumstances, J
think you will agree that T have acted for the best," he
said. " It seemed to me that justice was already satis-
fied, and ttiat a complete revelation to the police would
only have injured the innocent/'
"Justice?" replied Oldland slowly. "Yes, justice
seems to have looked after herself, all ri^ht. She's not
HO blind, after all, in spite of the bandage over her eyes.
Venner murders his uncle, and gels murdered in turn
by Favershum, Faversham? Well, Faversham
challenges you to a duel, of his own devising, and gets
the worst of it, Damned lucky thing yon chose the right
beaker. Had you any idea ?''
" Not the slightest. To all appearances the two
powders were exactly similar. Faversham '$ conditions
were perfectly fair. But 1 confess that I would not
willingly undergo again live minutes of such suspense."
" No, I think 1 can guess what your feelings must
have been. Lucky it didn't occur to Hanslet to search